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Termination of the Office of Strategic x subsect 165 


Services and data of its Func= Neat ceneuuvaace 


By virtue of the authority vested in me by the Consti-=’ 
tution and Statutes, including Title I of the First War Powers 
Act, 1041, and as President of the United States and Comman- 
der in Chief of tho Army and the Navy, it is hereby ordered 
ag follows: 


1. There are transferred to and consolidated in an 
Interim Research and Intelligence Service, which is hereby 
established in the Department of State, (a) the functions 
of the Research and eis Branch and of the Presentation 
_ Branch of the Office. of Strategic Services (provided for 
by the Militery Order of June 13, 1942), excluding such 
functions performed within the countries of Germany and 
Austria, and (b) those othar functions of the Office of 
Strategic Services (hereinafter referred to as the Office) 
which relate to the functions of the said Branches trans= 
ferred by this paragraph, The functions of the Director 
of Strategic Services and of the United States Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, relat to the functions transferred to the 
ritlgesr 2 ‘sy ere are ee a the reapers 
inteareemiona aba Noe. Frets ZB O, Rg Regt ES if Ce eae Ns ee 2 GO .PeCg oe ih ; 
ter a MG Branches. sBaee Encheot 4a is loveted 
Germany and Austria, and so much of the other personnel, 
property, and records of the Office and of the funds :of the 
Office ag the Director of the Bureau of the Budget shall 
determine to relate primarily to the functions transferred 
by this paragraph, ere transferred to the said Services 
Military personnel. now on duty in connection with the activi-~ 
ties transferred by this paragraph may, subject to applicable 
law and to the extent mtually agreeable to the Secretary 
of State and to the Secretary of War or the Secretary of 
the Navy, as the case may be, continue on such duty the 
Department of State, — 


2. The Interim Research and Intelligence Service shall be 
abolished as of the close of business December 31, 1945, and 
the Secretary of State shall provide for winding up ita 
affairs, Pending such abolition, (a) the Secretary of State 
may transfer from the said Service to such agencies of the 
Department of State as he shall designate any function of 
the Service, (b) the Secretary may curtail the activities 
carried on by the Service, (¢) the head of the Service, 
who shall be designated by the Secretary, shall be respon= 
sible to the Secretary or to such other officer of the De- 
partment of State as the Secretary shall direct, and (da) 
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the Service shall, except as otherwise provided in this 
' order, be administered as an orgenizational entity in the 
; Department of State. 


3, All functions of the Office not transferred by para- 
graph 1 of this order, together with all personnel, records, 
property, and funds of the Office not so transferred, are 
transferred to the Department of Warz and the Office, in= 
cluding the office of the Director of Strategic Services 
da terminated. The functions of the Director of Strategic 
Services and of the United States Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
relating to the functions transferred by this paragraph, 
are transferred to the Secretary of War. Naval personnel 
on duty with the Office in connection with the activities 
transferred by this agai aed pages ke subject to applicable 
lew end to the extent mutually agreeable to the Secretary 
of War and the Secretary of the Navy, continue on such duty 
4n the Department of War. The Secretary of War shall, 
whenever he deems it compatible with the national interest, 
A@iscontinue any activity transferred by this paragraph and 

wind up all effairs relating thereto. 


4. Such further measures and dispositions as may be 
determined by the Director of the Bureau of the Budget 
to be necessary to effectuate the transfer or redistribu- 


tion of functions provided far in this order shall be 


i carried out in such manner as the Director may direct and 
by such agencies as he may designates 


& A212 provisions of prior orders of the President which 


RN TC ee Ee 
6, This order shall, except as otherwise prectitcely 
provided, be effective as of the opening of business Oo ober 
1, 1045 
Harry S. Truman 


The White House 
September 20, 1945 


(F, Re Doc. 45=176462 Filed, Sept. 21, 19453 
10:48 Bem) 
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TMUSDIATE Release SEPTEL 
EXECUTIVE ORDSR ; 
TERMINATION OF THE OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SsRVICES 
AND DISPOSITION OF ITS FUNCTIONS 
_ - By virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con- 


stitution and Statutes, including Title I of the First War 
Powers Act, 1941, and as President of the United States and 
Commander in Caief of the Army and tue Wavy, it is hereby 
ordered as follows: 


1. There are transferred to and consclidated in 

an Taterim Research and Intelligence Service, which is here- 
by established in the Department of State, (a) tne functions 
of thc Research and Analysis Branch and of the Presentation 
Branen of the Office of Strategic Services (provided for by 
the Military Order of June V3; 191.2), excluding such functions 
pertermed within the countries of Germany and Austria, and 
(>) those other functions of the Office of Strategic Services 
(nereinafter referred to as the Office) which relate to the 

‘ functions of the said Brancnes transferred by this paragraph. 
The functions of the Director of Strategic Services and of 
the United States Joint Chiefs of Staif, relabing to the 
functions transferred to the Service by this paragraph, are 
transferred to the Secretary of State, The personnel, 
property, and records'of the said Franches, except such 
thereof as is located in Germany and Austria, and so much 
of the other personnel, property, and records of the Office 
and of tne funds of the Office as the Director of the Burcau 
of tne Budget shall determine to relate primarily to the 
functions transferred by this paragraph, are transferred to 
the cuid Service. Military personne] now on duty in connection 
with the activities transferred by this pariyyraph Hay, sub ject 
to applicable law and to the extent mutually agreeable to the 
Secretury of State and to the Secretary of War or the Secretary 
of the Navy, as the case may be, continue on such duty in the 
Department of State. 


2. The Interim kesearch and Intellirence Service 
ssall be vbolished as of the close of business Decarber 31, 
i tne Seeretary of State shall provide for winding 
ap stent iivs.. Punding such abolition, (2) the Secretary 


of Stabe my transtrer from the said Service to such agencies 
of the Department of State as he shall designate any function 
ot the Services, (b) the Secretary may curteil the activilics 
carried on by the Survice, (c) the head of the Service, who 
gnizll be ‘lesigmated by the Secretary, shall be responsible to 
the Secretary or to such other officer or the Department of 
Stave 2s the Seeretsxry shall direct, and (a) the Service shall, 
exce;-b a3 norcise provided in this ordsr, be administered as 
ny arganizgebicnal antity in the Department of State 
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3. All functions of the Office not transferred by 
paragraph 1 of this order, together with all personnel, 
reeards, pronerty, and funds of the Offiee not so. trans~- 
ferred, are transferred to the Denartment of War; and the 
Office, including the office of the Director of Strategie 
Services, is terminated. The functions of the Director 
of Strategic Services and of the United States Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, relating to the functions transferred by this 
paragraph, are transferred to the Secretary of War, Naval 
personnel on duty with the Office in connection with the 
activities transterred by this paragraph may, subject to 
applicable law and to the extent mutually avreeable to the 
Secretary of War and the Secretary of the Navy, continue on 
such duty in the Department of War. The Secretary of War 
shall, whenever he deems it compatible with the national 
interest, discontinue any activity transferred by this 
paragraph and wind up all affairs relating thereto, 


4, Such further measures and dispositions as may be 
determined by the Director of the Bureau of the Budget to be 
necessary to effectuate the transfer or redistribution of 
functions provited for in this order shall be carried out in 
such manner as ime Direetor may direct and by such agencies 
4as he my Gag eneve. 

&. All provisions of prior orders of the President 
whic®, are in conflict vith this order are amended aceerd~ 
ingly. 


6. This order shall, exeept as otherwise specifically 


ag be effective as of the opening of business October 1, 
Fu56 


HARRY S, TRUMAN 


THE WHITE HOUSE 


September 20, 195 
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In connection with the executive order relating to termination 
of the Office of Strategic Services, the President today sent the follow- 
ing letter to Major General William J. Donovan, Director of Strategic 
Services: 


My doar Gonoral Donovan: 


I appreciate very much the work which you and your staff 
undertook, beginning prior to the Japagese surrender, to ligqui- 
date those wartime activities of the Offico of Strategic Serv-— 
ices which will not be needed in tify of peace. 


Tinely stops should also be takon to consorve those rosources 
and skills dovcloped within your organization which are vital to 
our peacotime purposes. 


Accordingly, I have today directod, by Exacutive order, that 
the activities of tho Research and Analysis Branch and tho Pra- 
sontation Eranch of tho Office of Stratesic Scrviess be trans- 
ferred to the Stato Dopartmont. This transfor, which is offec- 


tive as cf Octotar 1, 1945, roprosonts tho boginning of the 
devalermomie ee: a cocrdinated syatem of foroign intolligonce 
within iho porzanont framework of the Government, 


Conaistont with tha foregoing, tho Exccutivo ordor provides 
for the tvnistor of tho romaining activitios of the Offico of 
Strategic Sarvices to tho War Dopartmont; for tho abolition of 
the Offico of Stratogic Services; and for tho continued orderly 
liquidation of some of tho activitirs of the Office without 
interrupting other sorvices of a military naturo the noed for 
which will continue for some time. 


T want to take this occasion to thank you for the capable 
leadership you have brought to a vitel wartime activity in your 
capacity as Director of Stratogic Services. You may well find 
satisfaction in the achiovemonts of tho Office and take pride 
in your own contribution to them. Those are in thonselves 
large rewards, Groat additional roward for your cfforts should 
lie in the kmowlodge that tho peacotimo intelligonce services 
of tho Government are boing erectad on the foundation of the 
facilities and resources mobilized through tho Office of Strategic 
Services during the war. 


Sincoroly yours, 


HARRY S, TRUMAN 
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The Prosidont today addrossod the following lotter to tho 


Secretary of State: . 


My doar Mr. Secretary: 


I havo today signed an Executive order which provides for 
the transfor to the State Department of the functions, person- 
nel, and other resources of the Research and Analysis Branch 
and tho Presontation Branch of the Office of Strategic Services. 
The order also transfers the romaining activities of the Office 
of Stratogic Sorvices to the War Dopartment and abolishes that 
anes en (Haan ehaneaa become offective October 1, 1945. 

Tho abova transfor te the State Departmont will provido 
you with resources which we havo agreed you will noed to aid 
in the devolopmont of our foreign policy, and will assure that 
pertinont oxporioncs accunulated during the war will be pre- 
served and used in fcoting the problems of the poace. Those 
readjustmonts and reductions which are roquired in order to 
gear the transforred activitios and resources into Stato Depart- 
nent operations 5 be made as soon as practicable. 


I particularly desire that you take the lead in developing 
a comprehonsive and“toordinated foreign intelligence program 
for all Fodoral agencies concerned with that type of activity. 
This should bo done through tho creation of an interdepartmental 
group, heading up undor the State Department, which would 
fornulate plans for my approval. This procedure will pormit 
the planning of complete covorage of the foreign intelligence 
field and the assigning and controlling of operations in such 
manner that the needs of both the individual agencies and the 
Government as a whole will bo mot with maximum cffectivoness. 


Sincerely yours, 


HARRY S. TRUMAN 
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IDENTIFICATION OF DOCUMENT (author, form, addressee, title & length) 
Executive Order #9621, Subject: Termination of the Office 


of Strategic Services and Disposition of its Functions. LOCATION: 


HS/HC-31 
Item 20 


ABSTRACT 


some of 
In this order President Harry S. Truman transfers/the control and 


operations of OSS to the State Department. The existence of OSS as a 
functioning unit came to an end by this order. Functions of OSS not trans- 
ferred to the State Department were delegated to the Secretary of War. 
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